Contents

Introduction
The balsam woolly aphid, .Adelges (=Chermes) piceae (Ratzeburg) , is one of the most inconspicuous insect pests in the woods. Because the aphid itself is so tiny and the damage accumulates gradually over a period of years, the insect's presence often goes unnoticed. However, the aphid's size and method of attack is not a measure of its importance. In the Pacific Northwest, the aphid has demonstrated considerable ability to kill and damage three species of our native true firs. In a period from about 1950 to 1957, more than a billion and a half board feet of commercial-sized sawtimber was killed or seriously weakened in a 400, 000-acre area in southwestern Washington (Pope 1958 (Mitchell et al. 1961 (Doerksen and Mitchell 1965 
